Indeed uterine contractions were few, far between, and ineffective till the morning succeeding the day of the patient's illness. Further, the foetus was born alive, and therefore it is not permissible to invoke foetal death as a cause of the cessation of the fits. On the whole I am inclined to give most of the credit of the improvement which took place to the saline infusion and the tincture of veratrum viride; but doubt-less the chloral contributed also to the result, and possibly the progress of labour, although extremely slow, by emptying the uterus, made the final recovery complete. 
